
 

November 18, 2019 
 
 
City of Tempe 
Development Services Department 
Attn: Dean Miller 
31 E 5th St, Garden Level 
Tempe, AZ 85281 
 
 
Re: 850 W. Rio Salado Parkway – IDEA Tempe Comprehensive Sign Plan – 
Development Plan Review 
 
We are submitting a Development Plan Review application to establish a 
Comprehensive Sign Plan for Phase I of IDEA Tempe, a new multi-phase 
development to be located at 850 W. Rio Salado Parkway. The project will focus 
on bringing new biotechnology and technology companies to Tempe with an 18 
acre, 1 million square foot campus that is to include multiple commercial and 
office buildings with hotel and retail space in addition to two parking structures.  
 
IDEA stands for Innovation, Discovery, Education and Arts. IDEA Tempe will bring 
new companies, jobs and discoveries to the city, and will provide new inventory & 
proximity to research and development at ASU and the existing tech community in 
Tempe.  
 
The goal of this sign plan is to establish the design standards for all of Phase I of 
this project, to include two entry monuments to be located at the entrance to the 
property on W. Rio Salado, criteria for building mounted signage on Buildings B, as 
well as the criteria for the parking garage, Building A. 
 
The proposed monument signage for Phase I of this project are two Multi-Tenant 
Monument signs that shall be placed at each side of the main entrance to the 
property on Rio Salado, for which we propose two options. The first option is for a 
monument sign 6.5’ in height and 21.5 square feet of sign area with 4 tenant 
panels. There is also an option for an 8’ tall monument sign and 33 square feet of 
sign area with 6 tenant panels. Both options shall have masonry bases and 
internally illuminated aluminum cabinets.  
 
Also proposed in this sign plan are sign bands on the upper levels of Building B on 
the North, South and West elevations. The sign bands will not be greater than 80% 
of the overall sign background area. The bands on the North and South elevations 
will have a maximum sign area of 165 square feet, while the bands on the West 
elevation will have a maximum sign area of 120 square feet. 
 



 

 
 
All building mounted signage shall consist of pan channel letters/logos and shall be 
constructed with a maximum of 5” metal returns with translucent acrylic faces; or 
non-illuminated reverse pan channel letters/logos which shall be constructed of 
aluminum with a maximum of 5” returns. Building mounted signs will mount flush 
to the building fascia. Tenant corporate colors and finishes are allowed with 
landlord approval. Building mounted signs may be internally illuminated with 
white LED.  
 
Finally, proposed signage for the parking garage shall consist of one flag mounted 
Parking Identification logo sign on the West corner of the North elevation of the 
building, as well as one set of pan channel Parking Lettering above the main 
entrance to the garage on the North Elevation. The Parking Flag sign will measure 
at 28” in diameter and 5.8 square feet in sign area while the Parking Identification 
letters shall be a maximum of 18” tall and 12.75 square feet in area.  
 
Please refer to the attached drawings for further location and construction details. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions. In our efforts to 
meet the expectations of our client, we respectfully ask for your approval on the 
Comprehensive Sign Plan for IDEA Tempe. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Julie Kulka 
Airpark Signs & Graphics 
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